ADOPTED – JULY 23, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 12
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SENATE BILLS 401, 402, 403, AND 404, A LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE KNOWN AS THE MICHIGAN VOTING RIGHTS ACT

RESOLUTION #24 – 332
WHEREAS, free and fair access to voting and participation in our democracy is fundamental to creating an equitable system of governance; and
WHEREAS, research by Healthy Democracy Healthy People and others has shown that places with more inclusive voting policies have populations that are healthier; and 
WHEREAS, Michigan voters and election officials have established Michigan as a leader in democracy in recent years, enshrining a right to vote in the Michigan constitution, establishing a minimum of nine days of early voting, creating a permanent mail ballot voter list, providing prepaid postage for mailed absentee ballot applications and absentee ballots, and requiring a minimum of one drop box for every jurisdiction and at least one drop box per every 15,000 registered voters in larger municipalities; and increasing automatic voter registration; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 has been eroded and dozens of laws that have a disparate impact on black and brown voters, voters who have limited English proficiency and persons with disabilities have been implemented across several states since the 2013 Shelby v. Holder Supreme Court ruling striking down the preclearance provision of the Federal Voting Rights Act; and
WHEREAS, several states including California, Virginia, Washington, Oregon, New York and Connecticut have enacted state voting rights acts while Maryland, New Jersey and Michigan have introduced their own versions of a state voting rights act; and
WHEREAS, the proposed Michigan Voting Rights Act will increase the ability of voters to fight discrimination in court, improve access to voting for people with limited English proficiency and for people with disabilities, and create a data institute to store and publish election and demographic data to foster more transparent, evidence-based best practices for election administration; and
WHEREAS, passing the Michigan Voting Rights Act will protect all voters from future discrimination and further establish Michigan as a leader in protecting democracy and voter access in the United States.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners supports the substance of Senate Bills 401, 402, 403 and 404, as they stand currently.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Clerk is requested to forward copies of the adopted resolution to the Governor of the State of Michigan, the State Senate Majority and Minority leaders, the State House Speaker and Minority Leader, and the members of the Ingham County delegation to the Michigan Legislature.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Peña, Celentino, Grebner, Pawar

          Nays:  Ruest, Schafer     
Abstain: Sebolt
 Absent:  None     
 Approved 07/16/24

